[Durable remission under dual HER2 blockade with Trastuzumab and Pertuzumab in a patient with metastatic gallbladder cancer].
Gallbladder cancer represents a rare but dismal disease. The only curative option is complete surgical resection, though patients often develop recurrent disease. In patients with advanced biliary tract cancer, the combination of cisplatin and gemcitabine showed a benefit in overall survival compared to gemcitabine alone. However, there is no standardized second-line regimen after treatment failure. We report on a young patient with early recurrence of a gallbladder cancer with cutaneous and peritoneal metastases. Upon identification of an ERBB2 gene amplification within the NCT MASTER (Molecularly Aided Stratification for Tumor Eradication Research) exome sequencing program with resulting overexpression of HER2 in the tumors cells, the patient received a targeted therapy with the HER2 antibodies pertuzumab and trastuzumab in combination with nab-paclitaxel, which led to a durable remission for more than one year. This case report underlines the potential of molecularly aided personalized targeted therapy for patients with biliary tract cancer and the need for respective clinical trials.